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I, Kyper Woods, a Traditional Custodian of the 
land which this book was written, would firstly 
like to pay my respects to my ancestors, to my 
Elders and to the next generation who walk 
this land.

I welcome you to the insight of my home, 
country and life.

I feel privileged to share a little bit of my culture 
and my backyard with you.

Welcome to 
Country



Gayini (meaning ‘water’ in Nari Nari 
language) is situated west of Maude 
on the Murrumbidgee River. The 
custodians of Gayini are the Nari 
Nari people. Nari Nari man Jamie 
Woods, his wife Samantha and their 
boys Kyper, Bronx and Oaken have 
lived on Gayini since 2018. The size of 
Gayini is 88,000 hectares.

Gayini was purchased back from 
11 landholders by the Federal 
Government in 2013 and returned to 
the Nari Nari tribal council in 2019. It 
has been a very exciting process for 
the Nari Nari community.

As the custodian of his ancestor’s 
land, Jamie has the responsibility 
to look after the land which the 
Nari Nari consider their mother. 
Jamie and the Nari Nari believe that 
managing country will allow it to be 
there for all of our children as today’s 
people are only borrowing it from 
future generations.
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Gayini is a haven for native wildlife. The waterways teem with birds and the land provides food and 
shelter for many animals. Currently there are enormous rookeries of pelicans and ibis on Gayini, black 
swans, herons, eagles and many species of ducks. The rare Australasian Bittern has been located as well 
as the exciting discovery of the elusive Plains Wanderer.  

Many other threatened species have found refuge on Gayini. Gayini is home to the Southern Bell frog, 
the endangered Grey snake and the Superb Parrot. Kangaroos, wallabies, emus and frogs inhabit the 
country. The waterways team with yabbies, Murray Cod and Yellowbelly. The passion of the Nari Nari 
custodians to care for their Mother Earth enables the land to in turn, care for numerous varieties of 
Australian native creatures, including the Nari Nari totem, the goanna.

Our book introduces you to some of the incredible creatures that call Gayini home.
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Gayini contains incredible cultural features and heritage sites for the Nari Nari and Aboriginal custodians.

There are 1166 identified sites on the country. These include stone artefacts, burial sites, middens, 
scar trees and ring trees. Throughout the land there is evidence of the Nari Nari footprint dating back 
thousands and thousands of years. Wherever you travel throughout Gayini there are signs of Aboriginal 
occupation.  

The Nari Nari custodians strongly believe it is important to share this knowledge and understanding with 
the children. It is important for them to learn about the ways of their ancestors who came before them 
and their knowledge and understanding of the creatures with whom they share the land.

ARTWORK: Paige Kennedy



The Night heron is a bird found on Gayini. Night herons are medium sized herons. Male Night herons are 
55 to 60cm tall and the female is slightly smaller. They have a black bill, which is about the same length 
as their head. Night herons are a rich chestnut colour blended with white on the neck and upper breast. 
Their legs and feet are a creamy yellow. They can become bright pink during early breeding.  

Night herons must be on the lookout for hawks and eagles because they like to eat them. Night herons 
like to eat at night but sometimes they hunt in the daylight. They live in trees along creeks and rivers 
and also on the rocky ledges and cumbungi around wetlands in Gayini during the day. The night heron 
spends much of the day roosting in trees, hidden among the leaves and dense foliage. They only emerge 
in the twilight as they are almost fully nocturnal. 

The main diet of the Nankeen night heron consists of yabbies, fish, frogs and other insects.  

Night herons gather in groups and in some groups around the Lowbidgee area and Gayini there can be 
hundreds of Night herons living together. Some Night heron groups stay in one place all year round while 
others migrate short distances of 5 to 60 kilometres.
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Night herons in the sky

I see all of them.

Gayini is their home

They are all coming now

Eggs are hatching

Rounding up the fish

Wide open sky

Protection of the reeds,

Cumbungi and phragmites

Nesting in my forever home.

The Australian Pelican is able to fly great distances in search of water. They are one of the world’s largest 
pelicans.

Gayini is a haven for pelicans. They come to Gayini because of the environment which lets them nest in 
large groups and have a lot of food, especially fish. Sam told me about an ‘unofficial’ pet pelican that the 
Woods family have at Gayini that often swims past in the river every morning. 

Pelicans are one of Australia’s largest flying birds and have a massive mouth/beak that scoops up water 
and can inhale fish whole and can hold more water in their mouth than their belly!

In 2022 because the environmental conditions have been so good and there has been a lot of water, the 
pelicans have laid their eggs twice this year on Kia Lake. It is estimated that over 14,000 pelicans have 
bred on Gayini this year. Each time, in most of the nests, there were two to three eggs, some even had 
four eggs. Unfortunately, we were just a little bit late with our excursion to see the baby fluffy pelicans in 
their nests before they grew their wings and took flight. Sam and Jamie told us all about them and made 
a picture in our heads so it seemed like we were actually there.

The pelicans come to Gayini because of all the water and excellent environment where they can find 
food, breed and build their nests. The Woods’ told us that when the pelicans breed there are so many of 
them that it ends up smelling like a fish market. Gayini is over 88,000 hectares and has many swamps 
and wetlands where the pelicans can breed and nest in privacy.  

The main predators of pelicans are the Nari Nari totem - goanna (who eats their eggs and little chicks), 
pigs and the Australian Raven. Pelicans can remain in the air for 24 hours. Pelicans will eat anything live 
that they can get into their beak (or pouch) and get down their throat and into their belly.
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The Night Heron
By Liam Young

The Pelican
By Marley Sorensen

Dark at night

Learning to take flight

Flying through the air

Not many people care

To the water I go

We have to fly low

Looking for our safe place

To Gayini, we race

©Ed Dunens
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Black Swans are nomadic water birds that are 
found on Gayini. There are so many black swans 
on Gayini. They are mostly found in water or 
near water and they really like wetlands with 
aquatic grasses they can eat. Black swans 
migrate according to the changes in climate and 
the seasons.

Black Swans also like to make their nests in 
shallow water. Their nests are really big and 
take a lot of work to build. A black swan can 
lay up to ten eggs and lay their eggs whenever 
conditions are suitable. The indigenous people 
used to eat their eggs as they were an extremely 
good source of food. Black swans are really good 
parents. A baby swan is called a cygnet.

A group of swans is called a bank.

When a swan takes off in water, the swan starts 
walking, running and then starts to fly. They 
have a white tip on the end of their wings.  

The main predators of the black swan are foxes, 
cats and wedgetail eagles.

Black swans honk. They mate for life and a black 
swan can die of a broken heart if their partner 
dies.

The Black Swan
By Paige Kennedy

The Grey Snake
By Poppy Barnes
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In 2018 the endangered Grey snake was found in the Nimmie Caira area and including Gayini. It was the 
first time in more than sixty years that there had been a sighting so far away from its main population in 
northern NSW and Queensland. 

Environmental water, protection of the habitat and good seasons have led to a revival of the population 
of Grey snakes. The solitary snake was found near wetlands while researchers were doing frog surveys in 
the area.

The Grey snake finds Gayini’s swamps, creeks and wetlands ideal and an excellent environment as it 
provides a great source of food for the snakes – being the enormous amount of frogs in the area. 

Grey snakes look like a baby brown snake but don’t have the dark band on their neck. They are 
venomous and really skinny. They only move around at night and are about 30 to 50cm long. The Grey 
snakes diet consists of mainly frogs, spiders and insects.

Little is known about the Grey snake. It is suspected that the main predators are nocturnal hunters like 
foxes, other snakes and owls.  

The Woods’ are very excited about the presence of the Grey snake on Gayini and hope that in years to 
come the population of this elusive creature builds up so that we can learn more about this endangered 
species.

Back in the bush

Learning in the water

Amazing wingspan ranging from 1.6 to 2 
metres 

Cygnets following their parents serenely in 
the water

Kicking the water to move themselves 
forward

Swimming gracefully in the dams and 
waterways

Waiting for night-time so they can come out 
of their hidden nests

Awesome to watch them take off and fly

Night-time flyers, quietly moving through 
the sky

Endangered and lost
Native creature, almost gone

The lonely grey snake

Hungry late at night
Neglected over the years

A venomous soul

Slithering to home
Safe along the water’s edge

Gayini, I’m home
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By Bella-Rose Gray
The Plains Wanderer

The critically endangered Plains Wanderer has been 
found on Gayini. In 2019 the Woods family found a 
family of five on the land.  

The Plains Wanderer are small birds that reach 
about 15 to 20cm tall. They weigh approximately 75 
grams. Plains Wanderers have a curled yellow beak 
and a stubby neck that leads down to a rectangle 
like body. They have bright yellow eyes and large 
black pupils. Their colours are a dappled brown and 
grey with a white underbelly.  

Plains Wanderers can start to breed when they are 
only a few months old. Their breeding season is 
from March to August. The females lay the eggs and 
the male incubates, hatches and raises the chicks. 
There are usually about 4 eggs in a nest. They are 
really hard to find. Snakes eat the Plains Wanderer 
eggs. After laying the eggs, the female walks away 
and has nothing more to do with the chicks. (This is 
similar to how emus share the work of raising their 
chicks). 

The diet of the Plains Wanderer consists of mostly 
leaves, insects and spiders. Their predators are 
mainly foxes and wild cats. Out at Gayini fox baits 
are being used to protect the the Plains Wanderer 
from these predators.

The perfect environment needed for the Plains 
Wanderer is where the grass is relatively sparse 
-  about 10 – 20cm apart and about 30cm tall. There 
also needs to be about 50% bare ground. If the grass 
is any denser the Plains Wanderer can’t navigate 
its way through the grass and therefore can’t get 
away from predators. Instead of being able to run, 
in thicker grass the Plains Wanderer bumps off the 
tussocks and goes round in circles. That’s where the 
Plains Wanderer gets its nickname ‘Mr Bean’, as it 
acts just like the Mr Bean character portrayed by 
the actor Rowan Atkinson.

The Plains Wanderer is fully grown at two months of 
age.

One Plains Wanderer usually roams for about 12 
hectares. Couples travel usually around 18 hectares. 

Plains Wanderers don’t always need a strong water 
source. They can get their water from seeds and 
insects. The lifespan of a Plains Wanderer is about 
7 years in captivity.  Their lifespan in the wild is 
unknown.

There is a project on Gayini to protect the Plains 
Wanderer. When the researchers are attempting to 
count bird numbers at Gayini, they do so at night as 
that is when the Plains Wanderer is more active. It is 
extremely rare to see a Plains Wanderer.

Piercing yellow eyes
Brighter than the sun

The Plains Wanderer

Running around in circles
Then it finally darts

The Plains Wanderer

The eggs are laid
Off the mother wanders

The Plains Wanderer
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The Southern Bell frog is an endangered species of 
frog that is found on Gayini. Environmental flows, good 
seasons and protected habitat have meant that the 
Southern Bell frog has flourished on the Lowbidgee 
floodplains. They follow the water to breed.

The Southern Bell frog is one of the largest species of 
frog in Australia and can reach up to 104mm in length. It 
has a distinct green stripe down its back. Either side of 
the green stripe are olive/brown with bronze patches. At 
times, the frog can appear emerald. It is known for its very 
unusual and loud call which has often been described as a 
noise like a motorbike makes. 

The Southern Bell frog is usually found under vegetation 
and logs near creeks and rivers.  They mainly feed at 
night on insect larvae, beetles and termites. They hunt 
by standing still and waiting for prey to come within their 
reach.

Southern Bell frogs like to lay their tadpole eggs in still 
water. It takes up to four months for the eggs to develop 
and turn into adult frogs, but at times the process can 
take up to 12 months. 

The lifespan of a Southern Bell frog is actually unknown 
but the estimate is two to three years. They move around 
more in the warmer months. Snakes are their main 
predators although they are prey to many creatures 
including herons, cormorants, Murray Cod and foxes 
and cats. The Southern Bell frog is also a favourite food 
of the endangered Australasian Bittern so the increase 
in numbers of Bell frogs on Gayini hopefully leads to an 
increase in numbers of the rare Australasian Bittern.

Often, after rain, in warmer months, as the Woods family 
are driving home to Gayini, they have to stop and try and 
move the frogs off the road, they are like an army of frogs 
hopping from one side of the road to the other.

The Southern Bell Frog
By Seth May

The Murray Cod are found in the freshwater rivers and creeks in Eastern 
and Southern Australia, and west of the Great dividing range in NSW, 
Victoria and Queensland. The Murray Cod population on Gayini is thriving 
in the Murrumbidgee River and the Nimmie and Pollen Creek systems, 
thanks to the protection of their environments, the supply of water and the 
protection of fish stocks.

Murray Cod are solitary fish (which means that they live alone). 80% of 
Murray Cod are found less than one metre from a really good log or tree 
root where they live, because these provide great protection and an 
excellent habitat for the fish.

The Murray Cod is the biggest fish in the Murrumbidgee River. They 
can live up to around 100 years old.  Their back and flanks are usually a 
yellowish green and bellies are a creamy white. Their ears are located on 
the sides of their heads and are called oliliths.

Murray Cod are very sensitive to the water temperature when breeding 
and only lay their eggs in wetlands where there is protection from 
predators. The breeding season is between September and November. 

This is when the Murray Cod become a protected species. The fishing season for the Murray Cod is from 
the 1st December to the 31st August each year. 

The Murray Cod’s diet consists of frogs, insects 
and other fish like carp. They also eat small ducks, 
cormorants and freshwater turtles. However, young 
Murray Cods are a strong source of food for birds like 
herons and cormorants.

Murray Cod swim upstream to breed. At the regulator 
of the Eulimbah (Bala-Head rookery) swamp, the 
Murray Cod gather to try and get back to their 
breeding grounds in the swamp. As the slide opens 
the water pours through the regulator heading out 
across the wetlands of Gayini. The Murray Cod try to 
swim against the tide.  Sometimes the water is so 
strong it is difficult for the Murray Cod to swim against. 
Jamie, Sam and the boys and their fellow custodians 
have at times helped individual fish to return to their 
breeding grounds by scooping them out of the water 
and taking them over the bank and into the Bala-Head 
rookery swamp.

The Murray Cod
By Max Hutchings

The warm water is settled and smooth
As the Murray Cod glides through

The Murray Cod swims alone
A cool deep pool its perfect home.

It darts under roots and snags
That protect it from the fierce cormorants.
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Once endangered frog

Hopping around Gayini

Now enjoying life.
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Gayini is a haven for ibis as the wetlands of Gayini provide them with food, a safe environment and an 
amazing place to breed.

There are tens of thousands of nesting straw-necked ibis that were recorded over the 2020, 2021 
breeding season. The white ibis can lay two to five eggs during nesting season. There are approximately 
15,000 to 20,000 straw-necked ibis at telephone bank swamp and 20,000 – 30,000 at Bala-head, 
Eulimbah swamp.  

There are three types of ibis you can find in Australia such as The Australian White ibis, the Straw-necked 
ibis and the Glossy ibis. Eulimbah and telephone bank swamps are the main areas that support large ibis 
colonies in the Gayini Nimmie Caira.

Appearance
Ibis are a long-legged wading bird. They have a football-shaped body with a long curved bill. The adult 
ibis have white bodies with bright red legs, and a bare patch of red skin around the eyes and they have a 
red bill.

Habitat
The ibis’ usual habitat is swampy or water covered ground, but they are also common in grasslands and 
wetlands like Gayini. Ibis need wetlands for a place to eat, breed, rest and refuel during migrations.

Diet
The diet of an ibis includes eating worms, beetles, shrimps, crabs, grasshoppers, spiders and small fish.  
Some species of ibis will eat algae and aquatic plants though this is usually only in small amounts.

The Ibis
By Evelyn-Jane Creighton
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Ibis flocking, trying to 
find a safe place to 
land.
Watching the water 
run through the land of 
Gayini.

Seeking a place to build their nests.
Resting peacefully after a long migration.
Long curved beaks pecking at the squelchy 
mud infested ground.
Massive amounts of ibis flying high into the 
bright fluorescent sky.
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The Australasian Bittern is a very 
endangered species of bittern. 
There are only about 2000 
Australasian Bitterns remaining 
in the world. 

They are known as the ‘Bunyip Bird’ 
because it’s booming noise reminded the 
Indigenous Australians of the mythical Bunyip 
lurking in the swamps. 

The Australasian Bittern is a part of the heron 
family.  Their length is about 650mm to 750mm with a 
wingspan of little over a metre. Males weigh up to 1.4kg. 

The Australasian Bittern feeds on aquatic animals such as frogs, 
eels and freshwater crustaceans (yabbies and shrimps).

During the breeding season, in spring 
and summer, males make deep 
booming calls that are audible for up 
to 2km under the right conditions.

This year (2022) on Gayini there are more 
sightings of the Australasian Bittern than any year 
before. Stakeholders are working with the Nari Nari
Tribal Council to try and work on a breeding programme on the land with this rare and endangered bird.

The Australasian Bittern is solitary and secretive and goes to great lengths to avoid being seen. They are 
well known for freezing when spotted and melting into their surroundings. This is why it is very difficult 
to site them.

The best way to find a bittern is to locate a suitable wetland and listen for the call of a booming male in 
Spring. Unfortunately loss of suitable wetlands has caused their numbers to decline.

The Australasian Bittern needs densely vegetated wetlands with cumbungi, lignum and reeds to roost 
and breed in. 

As water dries up, so too does the Australasian Bittern’s habitat and food source, consequently the 
Australasian Bittern must migrate to a more suitable environment. The Australasian Bittern can fly for up 
to 600km to coastal wetlands.

The Australasian Bittern
By Kyper Woods
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The Superb Parrot is an endangered, large, 
bright grass-green parrot with a long, 
narrow tail. Superb Parrot males have 
yellow foreheads and throats and 
a red crescent that separates the 
throat from the green breast and 
belly. Females are slightly duller 
green and have a dull, light blue 
wash in place of the males’ red 
and yellow markings. Superb 
Parrots weigh usually between 130 
and 160 grams. 

The Superb Parrot is found 
throughout eastern inland NSW. 
Main breeding sites include the 
Riverina along the Murray, Edward 
and Murrumbidgee Rivers where 
birds are found all year round. It is 
estimated that there are less than 
5000 breeding pairs left in the wild.

There have been three sightings of 
Superb Parrots on Gayini and it is 
the furthest west that sightings 
have been identified. 

The Superb Parrot is found 
in the edges of the box 
swamps and they inhabit 
the hollows of box trees in 
the swamps and corridors of 
Red Gums along the river.

The Superb Parrots nest in small colonies 
and are often happier as pairs. Their breeding season is between September and January. They usually 
lay between two and four eggs. They are very shy and rarely seen. 

Superb Parrots eat fruits, berries, nectar, flowers, insects and grain. They can forage for up to 10km from 
their nesting sites.

Their main predators are foxes and cats. Goannas can eat their eggs.

The Superb Parrot
By Charlotte Radeski

Flying above land

Looking for a life long home

The Superb Parrot

Hiding in the bushes

As quiet as can be

The Superb Parrot

Keeping their nest safe

Watching others creep around

The Superb Parrot

©Peter Merritt©Matt Herring

Predators include 
foxes, cats and large 

birds of prey.

A typical clutch of eggs 
for a Bittern is four to 

five eggs.

44 Bitterns have been 
recorded on Gayini 

through monitoring in 
2021/2022.



16

The waterways of Gayini are teaming with yabbies. Yabbies like still and running water so the creek 
systems and swamps of Gayini are perfect habitats for these crustaceans.

The common yabby (Cherax destructor) is an Australian freshwater crustacean. It can also be known as 
the blue yabby.

Yabbies occasionally reach up to 30 cm (12 inches) in length, but are more commonly 10–20 cm (4–8 
inches) long. They are vegetarians and can walk backwards. People always try to catch yabbies with 
meat. The yabbies don’t actually eat the meat, they think of it as rubbish in their territory and try to get 
rid of it. It is like they are cleaning their area.  Yabbies eat decaying plant matter and algae. 

The colour of the yabby is highly variable and depends on water clarity and habitat; yabbies can range 
from black, blue-black, or dark brown in clear waters to light brown, green-brown, or beige in turbid 
waters.

During a wet season, an Australian yabby can travel kilometres across land in search of new water in 
which to make its home.

Yabbies can live for up to seven years and because they grow fast they need to regularly shed their outer 
skeleton or shell which makes them prone to being attacked by larger fish and predators such as Murray 
Cod. They may also lose their claws or limbs through fighting or injury but these will regrow over several 
months.

Other predators include tortoises, water rats, birds and of course humans.

A new species of freshwater crayfish, known as the Swamp Yabby, has been formally named recently 
and this species has been found in the Nimmie-Pollen Creek area. The species looks similar to the 
common yabby but is much larger and has uniquely shaped broad claws. The species is not considered 
threatened.

When we were at the Eulimbah (Bala-Head) swamp with Jamie we drove to the electric regulator. Jamie 
shut the slide and stopped the water from going into the pool beneath the regulator. Eventually the 
water drained away so that we could look for yabbies in the rock pool. We stood on a little cement wall 
and lifted the rocks and found a couple of yabbies. We didn’t catch many because it was winter, and the 
yabbies were slowing their bodies down under the mud to survive.

Yabbies
By Kobe Payne
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New people are here
Seeking shelter under rocks

Searching, hunting me.

They are closer now.
Rock after rock lifted up

They have found my friend.

He escaped them
They can’t take him from his 

home
Gayini, his place.



Dear Jamie and Sam,

Thanks so much for our amazing experience out at Gayini.

We absolutely loved playing soccer on your lawn. We really liked it when Jamie 
joined in and was the goalie for the girl’s team. (Go girlies!)  Luckily we didn’t have to 
get the ball out of the creek too often! (Bella-Rose)

Having lunch at Avalon Swamp was the best. It was great to play tips in the lignum. 
When I was running, I didn’t realise how deep the water was under the waterlilies 
and fell in (Kobe)

We loved going yabbying in the creek. I am so glad that Evie saved my life when 
I slipped in off the log, by grabbing the back of my coat and pulling me out of the 
water. (Poppy)

I loved running through the swamp trying to catch each other. We had a huge 
surprise when an emu popped up out of the lignum where he had been nesting. 
(Liam)

Thanks Jamie and Sam, I really liked it when we were playing tips at Avalon Swamp 
and we got so muddy. I also loved our big game of soccer with you Jamie. (Marley)

My shoes were ruined, I had to buy new ones as they were covered in mud. My new 
ones are so much better than my old ones! I think the mud came from when I crept 
up and tried to frighten the others when they were looking where the emu had 
been nesting. Thanks for cooking the great sausages. (Seth)

Thank you so much for letting us run around the swamp, put yabby nets in, play 
soccer on the lawn and try and find yabbies at the regulator. I’m so glad I didn’t get 
as wet as Poppy when we were trying to cross the rocks! (Max)

Thank you so much for cooking the barby at the swamp. I got such a surprise when 
I stumbled across the emu. I took off, straight back to the others. Thank you for 
individually helping us with our creature we were researching. (Evie)

My favourite part was when we went down to the regulator at the Eulimbah 
swamp and hunted for yabbies under the rocks. Then we stood on the edge of the 
regulator and tried to cross the water by jumping from rock to rock. (Paige)

We loved yabbying, running through the swamp and ending up being covered in 
mud. (Charlotte and Heidi)

Thanks mum and dad for letting me show my friends my home because it is really 
special to me. Thank you mum and dad for letting me and my mates listen to good 
music as we drove around. (Kyper)
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We were lucky enough to go down to ‘The Spot’ and view the wonderful 
artwork from a variety of artists in the travelling art exhibition focusing on 
The Plains Wanderer, The Mallee Fowl and The Australasian Bittern.

The purpose of this exhibition was to highlight these endangered species 
so people are more aware of the special birds. It was also to encourage 
local artists to show their work and for communities to understand how 
endangered these incredible birds are in our world.

19 20

ARTIST  Jan Lawler

ARTIST’S STATEMENT
This project was a great opportunity to bring a rather nondescript and 
endangered bird to public attention. My concept for this work will be 
concentrated more on detail of the bird rather than the environment.

ABOUT JAN
Having lived in Balranald for over 45 years, the subject matter of Jan’s work 
clearly reflects her affection for rural life. She has a passion for the big skies, 
wide plains, fauna, flora and the characters of the bush.

Jan’s early studies were with artists Bill Beasley, Van Balmain and Peter 
Wegner. Later, under the influence of Lance & Jan McNeill she developed 
a passion for pastels, drawing and watercolours and during the past few 
years she has gravitated towards oils.

Jan has been fortunate enough to win hundreds of awards over the years 
and her current work may be viewed at The Gallery, Balranald, NSW.

The Australasian Bittern                           2022

ARTIST  Steph Cattanach

ARTIST’S STATEMENT
I had so much fun being part of this exhibition 
because it gave me the opportunity to work with 
many primary school kids from different schools in 
my local region. Together we learnt so much about 
the Plains Wanderer, Bittern and Mallee Fowl, how 
fascinating they are and what needs to be done to 
help them. It also gave us the chance to have fun 
doing art for a great cause. We tried many artistic 
techniques such as lino, collage, street art, clay 
work, ink drawings, watercolour and eclectic mess. 
Which then led us to talk about recycling things to 
make art with items such as old books, jewellery, 
feathers and op shop finds.

ABOUT STEPH
Steph lives on a farm near Hay and is a passionate 
lover of nature and all art mediums. She is a big 
believer of having a go. She loves the idea of 
finding our ‘inner child’ so we can both, believe 
in ourselves without harsh judgement, and have 
fun. She is very fortunate to have wonderful arty 
mentors that inspire her every day and help her 
bring the crazy.
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Thank you to South West arts for coordinating this 
exhibition and to Steph Cattanach for showing us 
these wonderful artworks.



Back: Bella-Rose Gray, Marley Sorensen, Evelyn-Jane Creighton, 
Adrian Wells, Kyper Woods, Seth May, Kobe Payne, Max Hutchings, 

Liam Young, Jamie Woods

Front: Heidi Goulding, Paige Kennedy, Charlotte Radeski, Poppy 
Barnes, Samantha Woods


